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USAID Promotes Safe Poultry on 
Traditional, Commercial Farms 
While many Vietnamese buy chickens produced on 
large and biosecure commercial poultry farms, a 
new survey funded by USAID indicates that con-
sumers are prepared to pay more to buy safe, tasty 
chicken raised outdoors on free-range pastures. 
According to consumers and retailers surveyed in 
Hanoi, 70 percent of households would pay up to 
10% more for guaranteed safe food products.  The 
survey comes at the start of a new USAID pilot 
initiative designed to strengthen the free-range 
poultry sector in Vietnam and better control the 
spread of avian influenza and other poultry diseases. 
 
The project aims to create public-private partner-
ships to develop supply chains – from farms all the 
way to the consumer – that promote poultry raised 
under traditional conditions with high standards for 
safety and free from disease. 
 
“We are very much looking forward to the pro-
ject’s support,” said Mr. Mai Van Tuong, a producer 
of free-range Tau Vang chicken in the An Linh co-
operative in Binh Duong province.  “The set up of 
one small-scale slaughterhouse will help us improve 
the quality and profitability of our production.  It 
will also cut out middlemen and create a win-win 
scenario for both customers and producers: cus-
tomers can enjoy high quality products with a 

Poultry worker Nguyen Minh Duc prepares a freshly slaughtered 
chicken for market in Ha Nam province.  USAID has begun providing 
an integrated package of activities to prevent and control avian and 
human influenza in Can Tho, Ha Nam, Hung Yen, Kien Giang, and 
Quang Tri provinces. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID 

cheaper price and producers like us can have better 
control over pricing issues. I believe that this pro-
ject will receive strong support from local authori-
ties.”  
 
Through September 2009, the project will initially 
target poultry cooperatives in the southern prov-
inces of Tien Giang and Binh Duong, an animal feed 
company and its network of farmers in Hanoi prov-
ince, and a small breeding company and its network 
of farmers in Ha Giang province.  The aim is to 
raise production standards while promoting higher 
consumer awareness of biosecure chickens. Viet-
nam is one of the countries most affected by highly 
pathogenic avian influenza caused by the H5N1 vi-
rus.  Although government leadership has been suc-
cessful in significantly reducing the number of out-
breaks, the virus is still being detected.  
 
USAID, U.N. Support AI Training 
for Veterinarians 
Vietnamese veterinarians working at regional and 
provincial government offices will receive training 
this year under a new program to enhance their 
ability to effectively control, detect, and respond to 
outbreaks of avian influenza.  Fifty veterinarians will 
receive three months of theoretical and practical 
instruction under the Applied Veterinary Epidemiol-
ogy Training Program, which is supported by USAID 
and the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO).                  Continued on page 2  

Animal health workers conduct regular vaccination campaigns for 
poultry in Ha Nam province. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID 



USG Supports Vietnam Competi-
tion Law, Consumer Protection 
In March, USAID funded technical experts from the 
US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) provided advice 
to local government officials in Danang and an-
swered their questions on competition law and pol-
icy and consumer protection issues.  Focusing on 
the role of the judiciary and transparency in deci-
sion making, the FTC and DOJ are assist-
ing Vietnam in drafting laws and regulations, training 
enforcement authorities, and helping sustain a re-
gion-wide networking forum. 

USAID, U.N. Support AI Training  
Continued from page 1 

With technical support from the FAO Vietnam 
Avian Influenza Program, and the Vietnamese De-
partment of Animal Health, the program equips field 
veterinarians in government service with skills in 
disease surveillance, control and prevention, and 
outbreak investigations and response. Following 
classroom instruction, the veterinarians, joined by 
their mentors, apply what they learned in investigat-
ing outbreaks and managing surveillance systems 
and disease control programs in their provinces and 
regions.  

Over the past four years, Vietnam has suffered mil-
lions of dollars in economic losses due to H5N1 
outbreaks in poultry.  According to Vietnam's Minis-
try of Agriculture and Rural Development, avian flu 
outbreaks have occurred in 11 provinces this year. 
Since 2005, USAID has provided $27.5 million for 
avian influenza prevention and control in Vietnam. 

After his rice fields were flooded, preventing him and his neighbors 
from replanting and earning an income from the next harvest, Mr. 
Nguyen Van Luong, 81, of Vietnam’s Thanh Oai district receives 
USAID-sponsored emergency supplies. The support included blan-
kets, mosquito nets, and other emergency supplies for 2,000 Viet-
namese families hardest hit by the worst flooding the country has 
seen in decades. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID 

With USAID support, Ho Chi 
Minh City posts legal documents 
Ho Chi Minh City’s People’s Committee has 
launched a new website to post all legal documents 
since 1976, granting quick access to local residents, 
businesses, and organizations.  According to local 
official Lam Van Ba, the site (http://
www.congbao.hochiminh.gov.vn), created with USAID 
technical support, helps ensure transparency in 
Government administration and contributes to ad-
ministration reform.  The site records 3,000 hits a 
day.  The People’s Committee is finalizing an English 
version to provide information to foreign investors.  
 
Vietnam’s Southern Provinces  
Discuss Governance Initiatives 
Senior government and business leaders from 13 of 
Vietnam’s southernmost provinces gathered last 
month to discuss Provincial Competitiveness Index 
2008 (PCI) findings and implications as well as sug-
gestions for improvement. The discussion in-
cluded a report on the progress and commitment of 
the provincial government leaders on implementing 
the Administrative Procedure Reform through 
which the provinces can improve their PCI ranking. 
Increasingly quoted in Vietnam and abroad, this tool 
-- PCI, developed by USAID and the Vietnam 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry -- ranks prov-
inces by the candid perceptions of thousands of 
entrepreneurs regarding the business development 
environment.  

U.S. Supports Medication Safety  
Vietnam has launched new initiatives focused on 
medication safety and to training  medical practitio-
ners on how best to prevent and report cases of 
adverse reactions to medicines.  USAID sponsored 
a pharmacovigilance workshop for government offi-
cials working in the fields of pharmacy and medicine, 
academia, hospitals, the pharmaceutical industry, 
donor organizations and health-related international 
agencies.  Pharmacovigilance is the detection, 
evaluation, understanding and prevention of adverse 
reactions to medicines, or other medicine-related 
problems.  
 
In 2008, the Drug Administration of Vietnam re-
ceived over 2,000 reports of suspected adverse 
effects, mostly related to commonly-used medicines 
such as antibiotics, heart medicines, and painkillers. 
Following the workshop, USAID held a three-day 
training-of-trainers course on pharmacovigilance 
and medication safety for 50 staff members from 17 
Vietnamese public health programs and academic 
institutions. 

For more news about USAID/Vietnam, visit:  
http://vietnam.usaid.gov/ 


