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Anti-Trafficking in Persons Hotline 
Launched with USAID Support  
USAID is funding a new hotline for persons to learn 
more about human trafficking and take steps to protect 
themselves.  The local Center for Studies and Applied 
Science in Gender, Family, Women and Adolescents will 
operate the number -- 04 3 775 93 27 -- through Sep-
tember 2011.  The hotline number is being featured on 
tickets and other promotional material in the ongoing, 
USAID-funded MTV EXIT (End Exploitation and Traffick-
ing) public awareness campaign.  USAID has supported 
Vietnam's efforts to curb human trafficking since 2005. 

 
USAID Supports Training for Medical 
Students in HIV/AIDS in Hai Phong 
More than 200 lecturers in medicine from universities in 
Vietnam's South and Central Highlands on March 31 met 
at the Hai Phong Medical School to review a pre-service 
training project on HIV/AIDS care and prevention funded 
by USAID under PEPFAR. So far under the pilot program, 
382 medical students and 587 nursing students have been 
taught using the new HIV/AIDS curricula, and in coming 
years all students in Hai Phong will participate. The Hai 
Phong Medical School provides training for 500 medical 
doctors and 200 nursing students each year. 
 
U.S., Vietnam, Mark World TB Day 
To mark World TB Day, USAID recognized 15 pharma-
cies and private clinics for their efforts to improve refer-
rals of suspected TB patients to TB clinics and the TB 
hospital in Hai Phong. Since 2007, USAID partner PATH 
has worked closely with the Hai Phong Department of 
Health, Hai Phong TB and Lung Diseases Hospital to train 
private pharmacies and clinics and set up referral systems. 
To date, 151 pharmacies and 27 private clinics have re-
ferred clients to public health clinics for diagnosis. 
 
U.S. Disaster Relief Distribution 
Reaches 8,500 Vietnamese Families 
U.S. relief assistance for typhoon victims has reached 
over 8,500 families in four hard-hit coastal and Central 
Highland provinces, providing cash to meet immediate 
needs under a new program introduced in Vietnam. Un-
der the program funded by USAID, families recovering 
from last year's devastating Typhoon Ketsana in Gia Lai, 
Kon Tum, Quang Ngai, and Quang Nam provinces each re-
ceived about $55, which they used to buy food, fertilizer, 
seedlings, and roofing materials. "The results showed 
clearly that cash distribution aids both the disaster re-
sponder and the beneficiaries because we can access 
really remote communes where transportation of food 
and non food items by vehicles is impossible," said Pham 
Bang, Red Cross chairman in Quang Nam province. 

Protective Suits and Laboratory Sup-
plies Support Influenza Preparedness  
USAID has provided Vietnam with more than 11,000 sets 
of personal protective equipment and four laboratory kits 
to help health workers respond quickly to potential new 
outbreaks of avian or H1N1 influenza. This assistance 
package, valued at over $100,000, comes at the request 
of Vietnam's Ministry of Health, with technical support 
from the World Health Organization. 
 
These supplies go to regional hygiene and epidemiology 
institutes and Pasteur Institutes and provinces throughout 
the country most at risk of bird flu or in greatest need. 
Supplies include items such as protective suits, masks, 
gloves, infection testing swabs. The protective gear is 
intended for use in high-risk provinces to prevent human 
exposure to the highly pathogenic H5N1 Avian Influenza 
virus. The gear will limit the risk of animal-to-human and 
human-to-human infections during human case detection 
and treatment. The package of materials will help protect 
health care workers and others involved on the preven-
tion and response of H5N1 or other pandemic threats at 
health facilities and in communities in Vietnam. Since 
2005, the U.S. Government has provided more than $50 
million to support Vietnam's programs to combat avian 
influenza. 

Vietnamese Ministry of Health officials inspect laboratory kits and personal 
protective equipment provided by USAID. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID. 



MTV EXIT Comes to Vietnam with 
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Message 

Young concertgoers light up Hanoi's My Dinh stadium and listen to music and 
anti-trafficking in persons messages. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID  

USAID Mission Director Francis Donovan tells thousands of young MTV EXIT 
concertgoers in Halong Bay on April 3 about the U.S. Government’s commit-
ment to join with Vietnam and other nations in combating trafficking in per-
sons. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID 

USAID Co-sponsors First Regional 
HIV Meeting on Palliative Care 
Joining with the World Health Organization and other 
partners, USAID recently sponsored the first Asia-Pacific 
regional meeting on HIV and palliative care. Vietnam was 
recognized by governments from Cambodia, China, Indo-
nesia, The Philippines and Papua New Guinea as being 
advanced in palliative care compared to other countries, 
particularly at the policy level. With USAID support, Viet-
nam’s Ministry of Health has developed palliative care 
guidelines for those with HIV and other diseases. 

Vietnamese pop star Phuong Vy and her backup dancers entertain an enthusi-
astic crowd of over 40,000 people at Hanoi’s My Dinh stadium on March 27. 
Vietnamese and international artists encouraged their fans to fight human 
trafficking as part of the regional MTV EXIT campaign funded by USAID.  
Other stops on the concert tour include Halong Bay, Can Tho, and Ho Chi 
Minh City. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID 

Truong Phuoc Khai proudly displays his USAID-sponsored IT training certificate 
in Ho Chi Minh City. Photo: Richard Nyberg, USAID  

U.S. Expands Support in IT Job Skills 
Training for the Disabled 
On March 9, Van Lang University awarded IT certificates 
to 44 Vietnamese with disabilities now trained with sup-
port from USAID in computer skills and ready to join the 
job market. In a project implemented by Van Lang Uni-
versity and Catholic Relief Services (CRS), 23 of the 
graduates completed a year-long course in software engi-
neering and another 21 students completed a three-
month program in basic information technology (IT) 
skills. "This is a very meaningful project for people with 
disabilities, which will help them access higher education 
and the job market," said Mr. Do Quoc Anh of the Minis-
try of Education and Training in Ho Chi Minh City. The IT 
training program is modeled after a successful two-year 
project in Hanoi, carried out by the Hanoi College of 
Information and Technology, USAID, and CRS. By June 
2010, the project will have trained at least 400 students 
in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. More than 78% of gradu-
ates have found full-time employment or internships with 
local companies in Vietnam's growing IT sector. 
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